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Executive Summary

The research explores the links between the access to resources and social
solidarity economies in Palestine. It is linked to the project Land and Rights,
implemented by COSPE Onlus. It aims to further understand the complexities
in relation to these links through developing a theoretical approach towards
this intersection and its’ manifestation in the Palestinian context. The research
utilizes the general framework of political ecology as a way to frame the research
in addition Ribot and Peluso’s theory of access, analyzing access to resources
in relation to the capacity to benefit from resources. The research adopts the
stakeholder analysis methodology, a type of action research, and is based on
empirical material and qualitative data collected with various institutional
stakeholders, in addition to community members in 4 rural regions in the
West Bank; Salfit, rural areas west of Jerusalem, West Bethlehem, and the
South Hebron Hills. These include interviews and focus group discussions
with farmers, community members, community organizations, and cooperative
members. In addition, the fieldwork consisted of interviews with international
development organizations, government agencies, and local development
organizations; aiming to analyze the different perspectives of actors linked to
the development process. The research indicates the complexity of development
particularly in the settler colonial frontier areas which the research focuses
on, and the failure of international law and humanitarian protective action to
protect people in these areas, aspects which are manifested in resource access.
Communities face increasing challenges in accessing vital resources such as land
and water and their spaces are continuously shrinking. At the same time, there
are many everyday individual and collective practices which Palestinians engage
in that demonstrate their agency in resisting the situation they are confronted
with. Social solidarity and cooperatives, while failing to create a structural
change, can at times provide better access particularly through allowing more
benefit through collective power and actors” interdependency. They are still



placed within a complex web of power also in relation to the contradictory
effects of development interventions. For examples, cooperative members gain
better access to markets and relationships and are able to improve their situation,
albeit in a limited manner. At the same time, the cooperative sector faces many
challenges such as dependency on foreign aid, and lack of belief in cooperative
culture. However, the cooperative sector, as the research indicates, cannot be
seen as separate from the larger terrain of Palestinian organizing and processes of
NGO-ization that have increased their presence in relation to Palestinian social
movements. The study, thus presents a complex analysis of reality and opens the
door for a deeper understanding of ongoing processes of development necessary
for development practitioners, policy makers, and academics. The study presents
different recommendations for various stakeholders. This includes recognizing
that there is a need for international organizations to work more seriously
towards challenging the structural factors that shape development most notably
the Israeli occupation and settler colonialism. Moreover, the research stresses
the need for in-depth research to precede development intervention, improved
networking between actors of the development process, supporting grassroots
development, while at the same time, recognizing that there is still benefit for
development interventions, even if it is at the micro scale, particularly for those
living in frontier areas most confronted with violence.
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1 Introduction

Access to resources has become a central issue within social sciences today,
linked to social relations and connections to nature and the environment. With
different areas of focus, power relations; whether local, regional, or global,
influence in myriads of ways in which people can access resources (Hansen
et al., 2020). Palestine, being confronted with the structural and everyday
manifestations of Israeli settler colonialism, and the Israeli military occupation,
is a case where access to resources raises many questions in relation to matrices
of power relations and their manifestations in everyday life; whether as a result
of settler colonial processes, the violence of the occupation; on one hand,
or the impact of various actors interventions, such as governmental, non-
governmental, and international organizations on the other. At the same time,
it is also linked to the lived realities of communities and how they influence
and are influenced in relation to access to resources. While a rise of global
interest in the politics linked to the environment is noted, the case of Palestine
provides an important contribution to the discussion of the environment and
natural resources particularly centering the intersections of colonial and capital
formations. These social environmental relations and their link to global politics
have been issues of study of many fields notably the central area of enquiry of
political ecology (Leff, 2015; Neumann, 2005).

Political ecology as a field of research emerged in the 1960’s and 1970’
in relation to the environmental crisis, linked to Marxist critique on capitalist
appropriation of the environment, it has become connected to various other
areas of enquiry such as environmental sociology and post-development
studies. An important dimension is the issue of colonialism and science, and the
dominance of positivist and natural science approaches historically which have
effectively neglected the political and epistemological power relations that shape
understandings of social-environmental relations. This had spilled through the
social sciences and their interventions of the societies of “others” (Leff, 2015,

p. 66). Political ecology as a field grew out of a commitment to understand
marginalization and exclusion of groups in relation to access and control of
the environment. Important modes of analysis within political ecology stress
the importance of power relations, historical analysis, and the centrality of
understanding the environment-social relations as essentially political. Past and
ongoing colonial relations thus are central to understanding human environment
relations both globally and in local contexts. The foundations of the field are
also political, in that it entails a commitment to not solely understand the world,
but seeking to change it as well (Perreault et al., 2015, p. 8; Wolford & Keene,
2015, p. 573). Leff (2015, p. 69) stresses that political ecologies philosophical
foundations, and particularly local and indigenous knowledge, offer productive
concepts, from which, it is possible to construct sustainable worlds. Local and
indigenous knowledge also provide an important contribution to understanding
the environment and as lenses within political ecology and development studies.
These knowledges and practices however, are also challenged by external forces
and are transforming and adapting (Horowitz, 2015, p. 235). Neumann (2005,
pp- 4-5) notes that there is a difference of conceptualizations of political ecology
particularly stressing that is conceptualized differently than the political ecology
linked to European green movements politicizing environmental issues. He
necessitates focusing on the political ecology that emerged out of the study of
colonial effects and relations, stressing North-South relations, and argues that
environmental issues emerge from social and political dimensions rather than
technical and managerial ones.

The political ecology lens is thus particularly an important framework that
opens up another realm of analysis for the case of Palestine within global power
relations, capitalism, colonialism, settler-colonialism, and indigenous and
environmental struggle. This can also have potential for a more comprehensive
understanding on the intersections between forms of dominance, power, and
resistance. The case of Palestine also contributes to the discussion of political
ecology and the colonial element. That is, indigenous theorists have stressed that
political ecology should pertain to human-nature relations, colonial relations,
and also, the complex power dynamics of race and difference. This was partly
led by Third World political ecologists, but is also taken further to analyze settler
colonial relations and their manifestations in racial and environmental politics.
Northern political ecology, as with many other disciplines, frequently diminishes



the role of colonial and racial forms of power (Van Sant et al., 2021, pp. 1-3).
Human transformations of nature, cannot be understood without the political,
social, and economic contexts. Critical political ecologists have challenged
theorists adopting a colonial explanation of environmental degradation in the
Global South, through incorporating an analysis on the role of colonialism,
rather than framing it due to “backwardness” of societies in the Global South.
As local decisions on land use are shaped by international structures and politics,
but also by state politics that influence social and economic life (Neumann,
2005, p. 8,24).

1.1 International Law Perspectives and Humanitarian Action

On the central and structural level, there is the effect of the Israeli occupation
and settler colonialism in relation to Palestinians and their access to natural
resources. One dominant framework adopted in relation to Israeli violence
has been international law. International law perspectives, which guide the
basis of work of many international development, humanitarian agencies
and forms of European activism in Palestine, articulate the vast human rights
and international law abuses the Palestinian population is confronted with.
International law should, in principle, prevent violence that shocks human
consciousness and preserve human dignity. During temporary wartime
occupation, occupying powers should respect the rights of property of the
occupied and their safety (Sumina & Gilmore, 2018, p. 140). International
law, does not possess effective mechanisms of implementation, in many cases,
despite the prevalence of many governing and implementing bodies such as
the United Nations and the International Court of Justice. International law,
is subject to implementation through the powers and interests of nations.
Israel’s relations with Western nations, and the support it receives, particularly
give it exemption from international law in practice, in addition to receiving
considerable western support allowing it to maintain and expand its’ practices.
Humanitarian intervention, is argued at times to have arisen due to the lack
of tools of implementation, and is at times contested, with some arguments
questioning the motivations behind such interventions (Sumina & Gilmore,
2018, p. 141,142,187). However, considering the urgent need for protection
for vulnerable populations, it is important to question what international law
and humanitarian intervention represent in such settings, and how they relate

to the realities in Palestine today. An important issue to explore thus is the
impact and practice of humanitarian intervention in relation to development in
complex settings where populations are continuously exposed to violence, and
what can the situation in relation to access to resources in Palestine tell us about
international law and humanitarian intervention.

Beyond the level of international law and humanitarian intervention, there
is a need to understand the various lived experiences and perspectives beyond
these interactions, and adopting a more analytical approach. The question
thus pertains to various complexities faced by Palestinian communities most
exposed to the violence of the Israeli occupation and its’ expanding settlements,
particularly in relation to access to resources, and the various strategies and
interactions related to the complexities of this context. There lies a difference
between rights to access resources, their recognition and legitimation, and
people’s capacity to access resources in reality (Sikor & Lund, 2010, p. 1).

1.2 The Role of Social Solidarity Economies

One aspect that had gained considerable attention in recent years is the issue
of social solidarity economies in Palestine, and their role in local and social
self-development. Social solidarity economies have become a central topic of
interest for researchers, policy makers, and development practitioners who are
investigating their capacity to empower vulnerable groups and communities
creating a more inclusive society that promotes values of democracy and
sustainability. They have also been tied to sustainable development goals.
However, despite the increasing interest in SSEs, there is a lack of research
investigating their implications and how they are practiced (Lee, 2020). Social
solidarity is understood to be connected to the sharing of power, and allows
building new sets of relations that challenge dominant power (Alfirdaus et al.,
2015). However, SSE is used as a concept to refer to organizations, associations,
and groups (both formal and informal); who organize economically within a
social awareness and the idea of mutual benefit. Nevertheless, much development
work on social solidarity economies has focused solely on cooperatives as a
defining element of the concept, which is linked to an international revival of
cooperatives due to various intersecting interests of various governmental, non-
governmental, international, and grassroots actors. It is important to assess how
cooperatives can be also understood in relation to social solidarity economies,



society, the political economy, and the framework of access to resources; taking
note, of the value of analyzing the experiences of the ground and the motivations
of various actors involved in these realms. It had been argued, particularly, that
cooperatives have been able to alleviate pressure exerted on natural resources
in settings where traditional authorities have been challenged through land
grabbing and other forms of transformations influencing rural life (Tschopp et
al., 2018, p. 403). Moreover, it would be important to further investigate the
notion of social and solidarity economies in relation to access to resources. More
expanded definitions of social and solidarity economies have thus defined it to
include wider social practices that adopt non-hierarchal forms of organization
and mutual benefit. Johanisova and Vinkelhoferovd (2019, p. 311) define social
and solidarity economies as:

[...] a comprehensive concept referring to a world-wide range of existing
economic practices that do not comply with the mainstream economic
logic of private businesses competing in abstract markets to maximize
profits for self-interested consumers, while reducing nature to a passive
resource. Instead, they often involve community ownership, democratic,
non-hierarchical and consensual decision-making as well as mutual co-
operation and embeddedness in a local social and ecological context.
The line between consumer and producer may be blurred. Profits and
self-interest tend to remain secondary to larger concerns, such as equity
and solidarity, right to a dignified livelihood, and ecological integrity and
limits. Such practices can be formally organised or informal, traditional or
new, and may or may not involve money transactions.

Accordingly, their definition also allows leeway, by incorporating both formal
and informal modes of organization into the analysis, and the wider social
domains in which forms of “cooperation” and mutual benefit are positioned.

1.3 Research Scope

This research aims to understand the situation of access of resources in 4 West
Bank rural regions: the Biddu enclave area West of Jerusalem, Salfeet seam zones
and Area C villages, the South Hebron Hills, and the villages of West Bethlehem.

The research takes into consideration the intersections and contestations

10

between, Israeli settler colonialism, international law, Israeli law, Palestinian law,
people’s lived realities and resilience, and development interventions in relation
to social solidarity economies in these communities.

The research was supported within the framework of the project “Land and
Rights — Paths to Social Solidarity Economy in Palestine” and sought to develop
recommendations based on the various perspectives able to better improve the
situation of access to resources and social solidarity economies in Palestine. The
project was funded by the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS)
and COSPE Onlus, an Italian NGO, in addition to partnership with local
partners in Palestine. The project conceives of the support of social solidarity
economies within the selected communities, combined with other interventions
within the framework of the project; to have the capacity to transform people’s
realities and support their resilience. It views the support of cooperatives to be
linked to limited access to resources, and had supported cooperatives in various
ways, in addition to working towards the institutionalization of cooperatives.
Moreover, within the perspective of the project, there is a perceived need
to support the resilience of communities through enhancing knowledge
of international and Israeli law, while supporting the generalization of non-
violent tactics as well. This research, thus, studies these arguments, beyond
the scope of the project, taking into consideration the lived realities within
these communities, while at the same time, analyzing the main assumptions,
approaches, and perspectives of various stakeholders in relation to access to
resources and social solidarity economies. Important themes it investigates are
also practices such as those implemented by the project, entailing international
accompaniment and activism, development aid for cooperatives, international
law trainings, and how these aspects are perceived by different groups and actors
of the development process.

The research adopts a stakeholder analysis methodology, a type of action
research, relying on qualitative data to achieve it aims (Flicker, 2014; Imset et
al., 2018). The research was carried out through the Center for Development
Studies in Birzeit University, which was not a party in the implementation of
the project activities. On this basis, the research was able to formulate policy
recommendations linked to the lived realities of the communities, and the
various perspectives and practices of various stakeholders and actors. This allows
to better understand the benefits and limitations of development work, and
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how it can be understood and better adjusted, in addition to sensitizing policy
to the complex realities in Palestine today. This is complemented by taking the
example of social solidarity economies and cooperatives, as a case from which to
understand the various webs of powers that limit and offer opportunities for the
communities discussed in the research.

1.4 Research Case Studies

Palestinian Areas C, where around 200,000 Palestinians live, scattered in 230
small rural and Bedouin communities fragmented by more than 235 settlements
and settlement outposts (Hammami, 2016, pp. 169-175). According to OCHA,
350,000 Palestinians and 400,000 Israeli settlers live in Area C (Humanitarian
Needs Overview OPt, 2020, p. 8). The research focuses mainly on areas within
Area C, in four different regions in the West Bank. These areas, demonstrate
particularly important case studies to understand the situation of access to
resources, and activities of farmers, particularly due to the complex realities they
are confronted with.

The villages West of Jerusalem known as the Biddu enclave region, in
reference to the village of Biddu, are one of the case studies of the research,
consisting of a number of villages such as Biddu, Beit Ijza, Beit Surik, and
Qatanna. Research indicates the practices of the Israeli occupation in enclavizing
the area through restricting access to only 10-25% of time in the year. Access
being restricted in crucial times for the farmers during years such as 2010, 2011,
and 2012. Examples include restricted access during grape harvests in August
or June-July, preventing harvest of pears and plums. These sorts of mechanisms
have a huge effect on agricultural economy and the farmers’ livelihoods, aiming
to dispossess them; a similar situation for many families who have traditionally
benefited from olive groves and the production of olive oil. This consequently
also had effects on the quality of production, such as lesser quality grapes leading
farmers to sell at lower prices (Reynolds, 2015, pp. 241-242, 249).

The South Hebron hills region consists of villages which has also been
subject to campaigns of forced displacement and demolitions, in addition to
settler violence (Ozerdem et al., 2016, pp. 116-117,124). In her research on the
South Hebron Hills, Rema Hammami focuses on Masafer Yatta and indicates the
limited infrastructure and basic services. Communities have engaged in popular
resistance activities, also with participation from foreign activists, utilizing their
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bodies as forms of protective accompaniment against racist violence as a form of
protection (Hammami, 2016, pp. 169-175).

The villages West of Bethlehem, are known for traditional agricultural
practices making use of forms of irrigation within the agricultural terraces. It
is argued that as a result of Israeli violence in the Second Intifada and beyond,
access has been more restricted to land, in addition to the pollution of water
sources. This area includes villages such as Wadi Fukin, Husan, Battir, Nahalin,
and Al Walajeh. These villages are faced with ongoing settler violence, threats of
land confiscation, in addition to environmental, social, and public health issues.
Wadi Fukin, a village of 1,322 inhabitants, is overlooked by the large settlement
of Bitar Ilit, which produces waste which had leaked into all 8 village natural
springs, thus polluting them. The village is still practicing traditional forms of
agriculture relying on retaining water through the terraces. There have been
activities by popular resistance activists and environmental activists as Israel had
also planned to construct parts of the wall in the area, in addition to the ongoing
land confiscation and demolition orders (Wessels, 2015, p. 2,13-14).

The Salfit area, also targeted by the research, similarly faces many forms
of violence and effects of the Israeli occupation and settler colonial structures.
Research indicates the effects of industrial pollution coming from the Barqan
Israeli settlement on Bruqeen village for example (Hammad & Qumsiyeh,
2013). Similarly, wastewater from Ariel had contaminated Salfit lands as well, in
addition, to the water struggle of Kafr al Dik, a village of 5500 residents, which
has faced land confiscation for the sake of Israeli settlements and industrial zones
as well. The village’s natural spring was an important source of water which
they had to access utilizing vehicles and animals, until they had at one point
succeeded to gain limited access to the water network, which is often times
contaminated and limited, forcing people to practice rationing (Al Butmah et
al., 2013, p. 8,9,11).

While historically, Palestinian cooperatives have long existed through
familial and social relations and forms of cooperation by the Palestinian
peasantry, despite feudal relations, formal cooperatives were first established
during the British Mandate before 1948, where up until then, 244 cooperatives
were registered. Cooperatives have increased in the periods that followed and
continued to operate under Israeli colonialism and the occupation. Agricultural
cooperatives, mainly provide services for farmer members at different levels of
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the value chain. Challenges related to cooperatives today are argued to be linked
to “lack of cooperative spirits”, lack of skills, weak administration, and funder
dependency (Kashiwagi, 2020, pp. 24-25).

Agriculture, had been connected to many struggles of Palestinian villagers
against the Israeli occupation and its’ structures such as settlements and the wall.
Farmers have participated in various initiatives to collectively improve their
power and presence, also increasing the viability of agriculture economically,
and as a symbol of their persistent existence and Sumud. Various forms of social
and solidarity economic activities have been noted in literature. The Palestine
Fair Trade Initiative started in 2004, bringing together farmers and cooperatives,
being adopted by around 1700 farmers. It is argued that this had improved
prices for farmers, gave them better access to global markets, and benefited
farmers affected by the Israeli wall in the Jenin area (Hammad & Qumsiyeh,
2013). Accordingly, forms of social solidarity economies, in relation to access
to resources, could provide further insights on different ways in which farmers
organize and attempt to gain more power within the complex webs of powers in
which they are positioned.

1.5 Research Questions

*  What are the present limitations in relation to access to resources in the
selected communities?

*  How do the various stakeholders define cooperatives and social solidarity
economies?

*  How do people living in these communities attempt to gain access to
resources?

* Does the formation of cooperatives, or other forms of social solidary
economies, offer better access to resources in the selected communities?

*  What are the recommendations of the different actors for improving the
situation of cooperatives and social solidarity economies in Palestine?
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2 Theoretical Framework

An influential theory of studying access to resources within complex social
domains, is the theory of access, developed within approaches of rural sociology
by Ribot and Peluso (2009). The theory synthesizes political ecology and
social theory, developing an approach that focuses on practices and power
constellations, and how the relationship with resources in constituted socially,
economically, and politically. A theory of access is still more subjectivist than
political ecology approaches and can thus be better suited for the case study and
the approach through adhering to an ontological stance of anti-colonial critical
realism, recognizing the multiple subjectivities, but also recognizing a single
muld-layered reality existing independent of subjectivities (Neumann, 2005,
pp- 9-10).

The theory of access places access of resources within a web of power relations
in which actors and social groups are positioned. It defines access not solely
through rights, but the capacity to derive benefits from natural resources. This
theory allows an analysis of how structures and institutions also influence social
realities of groups in relation to the limitations or possibilities of access. These
various complexities can also help interpret the networks which are formed by
actors in relation to the challenges and opportunities they are confronted with,
and how they attempt to access and also benefit from resources. While research
had attempted to develop the framework in relation to water and land grabs, the
theory here is placed in a context where land grab is - as per settler colonialism’s
theoretical underpinning - a structure, not an event. The issue of benefit can
give more insight in relation to forms of social solidarity and cooperation, and
how they influence people’s capacity to benefit from natural resources, at the
same time, benefit, should not overshadow access as a prerequisite to benefit,
an aspect which is of particular importance in the case of Palestine and the
settler colonial reality rural Palestinians are confronted with. Still benefit, can
entail a deeper analysis of access, for example, in situations where access is not

15



entirely restricted, or only symbolically possible. Ribot and Peluso do argue that
benefits and access can be captured through changing arrangements, including
social relation and legal frameworks; these can be due to new legal arrangements
or cooperative relations that emerge. Analyzing access thus entails analyzing
what the benefits are, how benefits flow and are distributed, the mechanisms of
access by different actors, and the power relations linked to this process (Ribot
& Peluso, 2009, pp. 160-161). Access theory however, can be used to analyze
Israeli settler colonialisms forms of access over resources through illegal access, at
times legitimated through Israeli law, though not necessarily. That is, law is not
always the basis by which resources are accessed (Ribot & Peluso, 2009, p. 164).
One key difference in the case study of Palestine is that rights and the local state
legitimation are insufficient as a way to control and maintain control of resources.
It is not a case of duality, rather, it is a specific complexity of the settler colonial
condition, which centers on the capture of resources and the dispossession of
the indigenous (Veracini, 2010; Wolfe, 2006). Capacity to access and benefit
from resources is also linked to and influenced by other aspects, such as capital,
technology, authority, social identities, and social relations; as Ribot and Peulso
(2009, pp. 164-165) argue in their theory. Accordingly, their theory allows
mapping and investigating the complex domains of access to resources within
social settings, in addition to allowing the analysis of the formation of new
economic and social links, such as those investigated by the research through
social and solidarity economies and cooperatives.

16

b, Methodology

The methodology for this research was the stakeholder analysis methodology, a
type of participatory action research methodology. It is suited within a critical
realist approach as it recognizes multiple perspectives, and allows a possibility
of understanding that reality exists independently. The methodology had been
used in various fields including Development Studies and Health sectors and is
noted to be an important tool in influencing policies related to a specific theme.
Stakeholder analysis seeks to map different stakeholders, their influence, interests,
motivation and relationships to each other, while analyzing the alignment and
interests, and providing a plan of action for improvement (Flicker, 2014; Imset
et al., 2018). Taking the issue of social solidarity economies, and the model of
SSE’s, the research targeted the relevant stakeholders focusing on cooperatives
and alternative economic models, in addition to those linked to the issue of
access to resources in the rural areas targeted by the research. This methodology
is compatible with the theoretical approach, and analyzing the webs of power,
through viewing the different alignments, motivations, definitions, and practices;
put forth by different actors and stakeholders that allows the research to construct
their complex positionalities and how they influence and are influenced by
everyday life in the research areas. Stakeholder analysis has also become popular,
despite some limitations, in the area of natural resources. One reason is that it
facilitates incorporating marginalized voices in decision making linked to natural
resources, in addition to facilitating a collective learning process (Prell et al., 2009,
pp- 502-503). The use of the method in Development Studies, and specifically
in relation to natural resources, had focused on understanding complex situations
with a variety of actors by studying the relationships between them, while having
the capacity to be inclusive of marginalized groups, or at times, marginalize them,
depending on how they are included in the process. While stakeholder analysis
does not in itself create a platform or space for alignment of interest between
stakeholders, it facilitates this process of learning and negotiation, particularly due
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to its’ constructivist approach, recognizing multiple perspectives to truth (Reed
etal., 2009, pp. 1935-1936). However, utilizing it in relation to a critical realist
approach allows the recognition that there is also a reality, and not just perspectives
of it. The central stakeholders identified include development and international
organizations, human rights organizations, government organizations, popular
committees, CBO’s and Local Councils in research areas, community members,
farmers, and cooperative members.

3 .1 Data Collection Tools

The data collection tools consisted of semi-structured interviews, and focus
group discussions. Semi-structure interviews were utilized with organizational
representatives of the government, international organizations, human
rights organizations, local development organizations and community-based
organizations, in addition to semi- structured interviews with members of
cooperative societies in the research areas. Furthermore, focus group discussions
were held in the research areas, 8 group discussions, with local authorities, farmers,
activists, popular committee members, and members of cooperative societies.

3.2 Sample
The sample included:
1- 8 in depth interviews with stakeholders on access to resources and social
solidarity economy, some of whom have participated in the project:
o The international Labor Organization representative in Palestine
o Representative of Al Haq organization, a Palestinian human rights
organization working on documenting Israeli human rights abuses of
international law.
The Cooperative Work Agency of the Palestinian government
COSPE Onlus, project managers

o O O

Representative of the Palestinian Youth Association
o Development practitioners from local development organizations

2- 8 Focus groups, 2 per research area, one of which is with community
members, local organizations, popular committees, farmers, and activists;
while the second is with cooperative members.

3- 20 in depth interviews with members of cooperative societies, 5 in each
research area.

18

4 Analysis of Data

The situation in the communities targeted by the research in relation to access
to resources is complex, as expected in Palestinian rural areas confronted by
expanding Israeli settler colonialism. Of course, the realities of the various rural
areas have some variance, in relation to their peculiarities. The areas are also
representing a manifestation of a much larger problem of access to resources
within the framework of the Israeli occupation and settler colonialism. The
discussion of social solidarity economies and cooperatives, thus, is a discussion
which pertains to understanding what effects such practices have within these
larger constraints and dominant webs of power, and how farmers are positioned
in relation to different actors. This includes the situation in relation to Israeli
settler colonialism, in addition to the power relations of governmental, non-
governmental, and international actors.

Ribot and Peluso’s (2009) theory discusses gaining, maintaining, and
controlling access. Many practices of Palestinians in rural areas today can be
described as towards the realm of maintaining access, where forms of control
and gain are being continuously imposed by the Israeli occupation. Of course,
this is more on the macro level in terms of settlement expansion and Israeli
resource extraction of Palestinian land. Still control and gaining access on the
micro level is negotiated in the everyday by Palestinians in rural areas, through
various mechanisms.

A limitation of Ribot and Peluso’s (2009) theory of access in relation to the
Palestinian context is the insufficient sensitization of the settler-colonial contexts,
and terminologies, such as illicit access create contradictions particularly
with colonial law contradicting with customary, local and international law.
Here the theory of access is utilized to view colonial law as an illicit form of
gaining, maintaining, or controlling access and benefit; while at the same
time, recognizing the possibility of direct access, as a strategy of maintaining,
controlling, or gaining access for Palestinians. This further sensitizes the theory
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to the context and epistemological stance of the research, as this is an important
aspect, as will be shown in the data.

Rights-based access is spatially and continuously reduced for rural Palestinians
by the Israeli occupation, and as the data indicates, many of the discursive and
legal mechanisms associated with rights-based access are structurally futile, and
their legitimating effect is being de-legitimated on a daily basis. Maintenance,
control, and gain of access or benefit in the rights-based realm is thus severely
restricted, while analytically and contextually still important. This leaves also
the importance of discussing the structural and relational mechanisms of access
and benefit as discussed by Ribot and Peluso in relation to the research. It is
also here that social and solidarity economies can be further analyzed in relation
to everyday manifestations and their impact in the value chain; particularly
mechanisms such as access to technology, capital knowledge, authority, social
identity, etc..

The analysis of the data is thus composed both thematically and
methodologically, beginning by a structural analysis of access to resources
highlighting the general picture and the perspectives of organizations; relating
to the rights-based dimensions of access, before moving closer to the case studies
and the micro level, discussing the structural and relational aspects. The analysis
thus consists of various sections focusing on demonstrating the different
perspectives of stakeholders on the general level, the situation of access to
resources, the structural levels of development and humanitarian interventions,
the lived economic and social realities of the different areas of the research,
leading to a discussion on the social and solidarity economies and cooperatives
on the micro level, and their effects in relation to social and political life, in
addition to the link to access to resources; utilizing the theoretical framework
of the research. The discussion then moves further to analyze the differences of
perspectives between the various stakeholders and the various positions as per
the methodological approach, discussing future recommendations, linked to the
research themes.

4.1 Access to Resources, the Occupation, and Israeli Settler Colonialism
Conceptualizing the situation of access to resources in Palestine is inherently
linked to the structural dimensions of Israeli settler colonialism and the
occupation. Here it is not solely about access, but it is about access in relation
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to exclusion. Still access is a broad concept that allows the analysis of exclusion,
particularly looking at both access, benefits, and factors that influence them
(Myers & Hansen, 2020, p. 152). At the central level, the goal of settler
colonialism is the elimination of the native and the takeover of land (Veracini,
2010). However, in practice, this is achieved in many ways, as it is a process.
There is a settler colonial privilege to all resources in all of historic Palestine as
confirmed by the data. This is at the structural level, and trickles down to every
level of analysis towards the everyday experience of Palestinians. Vital resources
are violently taken over, beyond just the issue of land and water. As an interview
partner from Al Haq, a human rights organization, stressed:

There are many statistics found in the studies conducted by the World
Bank and other institutions. Resources that were stolen from the Dead Sea
and resources were stolen from all areas of the West Bank. This includes
stones, water, natural gas in Gaza, and oil in the areas west of Ramallah,
in addition to Salfit and Qalgilya. Israel also has a number of oil stations
on the other side of the Green Line that withdraws oils across. We couldn’t
prove this story because no one cooperated with us. The main reason for
the occupation’s measures in Gaza and the siege of Gaza, from our point of
view, is to protect the gas platforms that are located in the Mediterranean,
from which Israel reaps huge profits at the expense of the Palestinian
people’s right to control their natural resources. This right is part of
the right to self-determination, from an international law perspective.
(Interview, representative of Al Haq organization, 6/1/2021).

Accordingly, from a human rights and international law perspective, the theft
of resources is considered a war crime, by an occupying power, as stressed
by the interview partner speaking on a legal perspective. Israel’s vast settler
expansion is also seen to have made the creation of a Palestinian state with
sovereignty practically impossible, particularly without challenging the settler
colonial structure. Moreover, Israeli army and settlers practice the destruction
of resources, which constitutes pillage, also a crime within the fourth Geneva
Convention. Also, an international law perspective links access to resources
to sovereignty and the right of self-determination. Consequently, Palestinian
Human Rights organizations and those engaged with advocacy utilizing legal
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frameworks stress the many challenges linked to legal perspectives. Their
experiences and the continued Israeli practices once again reveal that there is
a lack of implementation mechanisms for international law, as such practices
go on unhindered. Interview partners have stressed that it is not just a legal,
but a political issue. Success in having tangible change has been limited to
isolated cases. Some successes were linked to having European investment
companies withdraw investments from Israeli firms or banks supporting the
settlement enterprise. Examples include Israeli stone quarries, with current cases
of advocacy being underway, such as investments by a German company and
Israeli companies in a stone crushing plant in the village of Al Zawiya in Salfit.
This also indicates, the level of complicity of European capital in the occupation
and colonialism of Palestinian land, also demonstrating further the futility and
racialization of international law. Most interview partners involved in utilizing
legal tools, whether international law, Israeli law, or humanitarian intervention
such as practices of protective accompaniment; view these tools as able to
only delay violence, or stop it in isolated cases. Protective accompaniment for
example, can allow access to resources through utilizing the racialized notions of
humans as “bodies that count” (Hammami, 2016), however, it remains limited
to what has been referred to by interview partners as delaying violence.

Unfortunately, in Palestine, even the human rights activists tell us that we
are not fighting to win but we are fighting to postpone the end. Most of
the litigation and most of the courts will never end up with a victory for
the Palestinians. But mainly, to postpone the confisctaiotn, to postpone
demolitions and so on.

This is the situation in Palestine, at this moment, the Israeli power
does not allow Palestinians to win the battle, but at least, we can try to
delay the situation and to try to keep relying on international human
rights as tool in their hand, that this is internationally recognized. To try to
stop Israel from a complete takeover of everything right now, hoping that
the international situation will change with time in order to find a solution
for Palestinian people. (Interview, representative of an international
organization, 20/12/2020)
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As the interview indicates, international law and forms of activism, in the form
being adopted in relation to Palestine today, are recognized as being ineffective.
The problem is the recognition of many who rely on it as being ineffective, yet
continuing to think of their practices and the ways in which they utilize it as
being the only tool available for Palestinians. Thus, no real solution is offered
or conceived of by many international actors in Palestine. All the while, and
ironically, beyond international involvement in the expansion of settlements
and their enterprises, direct military aid flows to Israel allowing, without even
being challenged, the occupation and Israeli settler colonialism to continue with
ease. Accordingly, international actors are not helpless in relation to Palestine
(Bhungalia, 2015, p. 2309), rather, there is an absence of political will to
challenge the occupation.

4.2 Futile Development at the Structural Level

Research on Palestinian development within the colonial conditions has raised
many important questions in relation to development and its” actual effects in
Palestine, particularly noting the many factors that influence development. First,
the structural aspects of the occupation and settler colonialism; second, the neo-
liberal policies of various development actors, and third, donor agendas and
their implications in relation to imperialism and Israeli settler colonialism. These
aspects very much formulate the complex terrain of development in Palestine
(Tabar & Jabary Salamanca, 2015, p. 14). In interviews with various development
and human rights agencies, a dominant perspective has been also the futility of
development and human rights approaches under the Israeli occupation and
settler colonialism. This paints the particularly grim picture of doing development
within such situations of constraint. At best, such organizations have indicated
effectiveness of their practices in some situations but at the same time acknowledge
that they do not have a real effect in the grand scheme of things. In addition,
the international organization interviewed noted, as with local development
practitioners, the decline in Palestinian forms of social and economic organization,
and particularly recognize it also as an effect of years of NGO-ization and damage
done by international funding on Palestinian society. This is an interesting insight
coming from donors within the research in recognition of the damage of foreign
funding. However, this recognition still does not pose any indication of changing
strategies of international funding or development practice.
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The first and last obstacle is a political obstacle, there is no control of
the Palestinian government over most of the West Bank. Neither the
cooperative sector, nor the cooperative society is the issue. Volunteering,
cooperation, cultivation, new development projects, and technical
interventions from donor countries will not solve this problem. Even the
infrastructure was destroyed, and therefore Israel has sent a clear message
that there would be no development. 63% of the land of historic Palestine
was lost, this was further entrenched by the Oslo agreement. There have
been endless reports that were put before the international community,

which held Israel responsible for the realities we see today. (Interview,
representative of the ILO in Palestine, 12/12/2020)

Accordingly, the dominant perspective, is thatat the structural level, development
within such a framework of a prolonged occupation, is still not dealing with
the central issue, and the cause of what has been termed “de-development”
in early post-Oslo development literature on Palestine (Roy, 1999). On other
levels, there is insufficient development work, even within these constraints. As
one interview partner from a development organization stated, huge budget
expenditures of the Palestinian government are geared to security, which would
be better directed to Area C, and working to enforce Palestinian presence in
these areas. While on another levels, European organizations have their projects
in Area C demolished by Israel, and only give empty threats to Israel in relation
to utilizing international law and lawsuits. Accordingly, a central political
aspect is the impotence of international law and legal frameworks particularly
in relation to Israel, with much development work being also under threat
by Israeli practices. Still, on the ground, cooperative members and farmers
interviewed, still view that developmentinterventions are needed and particularly
necessary for people’s survival, yet insufficient to create fundamental change.
Rehabilitation projects in Area C, such as the rehabilitation of traditional water
wells, agricultural roads, and services; are seen as essential, but remain survival
oriented and support farmers’ capacity for resilience.
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4.3 Economic and Social Realities and the Situation
OfACCCSS to Resources

Moving the discussion to the case studies, the economic and social realities
of the research areas are very much linked to the situation of their locations,
particularly Area C, facing difficulties in accessing not just resources, but also
services necessary to benefit from those same resources. This results in difficult
economic conditions such as the lack of job opportunities and unemployment,
as interview partners have indicated. In addition, many of these communities
are under constant risk of dispossession, land confiscation, and thus face a lack
of security and safety. The South Hebron Hills, as the data indicates, is a peculiar
region which is very isolated as a result of Israeli military practices. Roads are
damaged, underdeveloped, and heavily restricted. Passers-by are harassed by
settlers, the Israeli police and the Israeli army. Many times, “illegal” vehicles are
confiscated by the police, while many people depend on such vehicles. Farmers in
the area depend on pastoralism and herding and associated forms of production,
in addition to engaging with agricultural activities such as the growing of wheat,
barley, among other things. Areas such as Masafer Yatta, Al Samou’, Khillet
Saleh, and Susiya, are faced with many practices that isolate them, such as being
declared closed military zones. There is a lack of governmental services in the
area. Water is a central problem for farmers living in these areas. Nevertheless,
they take pride in the quality of their production, arguing that the area is quite
suitable for livestock and herding, and that the quality of milk, cheese, and
related products has been tested and confirmed as being the best in Palestine.
Men and women divide labor, with women taking part in the production
process and men in herding. In addition, many farmers lack the needed tools to
ensure better access and capacity to benefit from resources, such as good means
of transportation, access to water, etc.

The reality of life is difficult and the same everywhere, but in Susiya in
particular, it is more difficult. They have confiscated many lands. People are
not able to work inside the Green Line. There are no permits. The settlers
have created problems for us and filed indictments and lawsuits against us.
At the same time there are no job opportunities, we have unemployment,
and graduates are sitting at home. The Palestinian Authority is not
interested in giving priority to Area C for job opportunities and in helping
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people survive in this area, in addition to the lack of security or safety.
There are no sources of income for people here except for the sheep.
Agricultural lands are scarce because they were seized. Susiya connects
vast areas around it, the most threatened areas. They try to uproot people
from all these areas, up to Yatta. So Susiya, is like the beating heart of the
body. The economic situation is difficult. There are no job opportunities.
Young men are unemployed. Female graduates are unemployed. There are
no feasible economic projects that help people with generating income,
simple income. (Interview, female cooperative member from Susiya, South
Hebron Hills, 26/5/2021)

In the Bethlehem area, particularly in the rural regions such as Al Khader,
Nahhalin, Battir, and Wadi Fukin, people depend on different crops for
agriculture such as grapes, olives, and figs. Grapes are particularly important
in the area. It is seasonal agriculture and thus people also depend on different
sorts of work, such as work in construction, employment in public sector, etc. In
the urban areas of Bethlehem and Beit Jala, there are of course other important
economic sectors, such as tourism and services.

Similarly, interview partners in the Bethlehem area also mentioned
the Israeli occupation’s practices in movement restrictions and particularly
restricting access to land. Water, again was a central issue. Farmers highlighted
a lack of services, such as infrastructural services, and the inability to even bring
such services due to the Israeli army’s constant harassment of farmers in the
rural areas of Bethlehem. Areas such as Al Makhrour Valley, reaching to Walaja
and Battir, face such challenges, and farmers are attempting to access resources
through various tools, such as water tanks, and lobbying with organizations for
solar power. They also refer to the confiscation of agricultural machines and
tools in these areas such as tractors by the Israeli army and Israeli police, in
addition to daily intimidation and questioning of farmers trying to reach their
lands. In addition, opening agricultural roads and digging wells is prohibited,
which increases the labor burden for farmers, some of whom rely on renovating
ancient ancestral water wells. The Israeli army had also closed down and blocked
many of the traditional agricultural roads which the farmers have always relied
on to move within agricultural fields.
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In the Salfit area, as in many other areas in Palestine, the effect of the
occupation and settlements has decreased the prominence of agriculture and led
to more dependence on the Israeli labor market for employment. This is due to
the restriction of access to land due to the construction of the wall, the permit
system to access lands beyond the wall, and the control over other resources, such
as water. Interview partners from villages including Kufr al Deek, Masha, and
Yasuf have described how prominent agriculture used to be traditionally in the
area, with all sorts of crops being grown, such as vegetables, wheat, in addition
to olive farming. However, this has declined with the expansion of settlement
and restrictions of movement, land confiscation, and the confiscation of other
resources; in addition to the increasing dependence on work in Israel and Israeli
settlements.

We have various water springs in the village. The current springs are three,
but there are more than three. There were about seven springs, but they
were closed by the occupation and did not dry out. The Israelis used to
pull water from them as well as from the Ain Huwwara spring. There was
another spring, the Eastern spring, that had really cold and nice water in
the summer. We used to use it during harvest. The occupation closed it
when they opened a road and redirected it so that only they can use it.
(Interview, farmer/cooperative member from Yasuf, 27/6/2021)

Water, again, is a prominent issue also in Salfit due to the occupation and Israeli
settler colonialism. In addition to the takeover of springs, underground water
is also being controlled, with interview partners in various areas stressing that
underground water cannot be utilized beyond 150 meters of depth. According to
various interview partners in the various areas, real infrastructural interventions
are needed to enable people to access resources and survive. This includes services
such as electric power, and ways to utilize and protect water. In one instance
in Salfit, an interview partner has expressed how people have had to adjust
their farming so that their crops would have been grown close to water and
water springs , with people fighting over the limited water, and the occupation
also taking it over. The Salfit area is heavily restricted with many settlements
and 4 settler industrial areas and areas that Israel designated as nature reserves,
inaccessible to Palestinians, according to focus group participants. Research
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participants from Salfit understand the targeting of their area to be linked to its
position over the Western water aquifer in the West Bank that Israel controls.
People in the various villages report the constant uprooting and destruction of
agriculture and infrastructure in the area, which is a daily occurrence. Other
natural resources include white and red stones that people also cannot access due
to restrictions imposed by the Israeli occupation authorities. Cultural heritage
sites are also being appropriated through Israeli discourse claiming religious
connection to these sites such as the maqams of Kifil Haris.'

Interview partners from the West Jerusalem and North West villages
describe a considerable decline in agriculture due to loss of land behind the
Israeli apartheid wall, in addition to various factors making agriculture too
expensive, such as water being too expensive. People have come to depend on
work in Israel, employment in the Palestinian government, in addition to trade
and other services. Interview partners in villages such as Qatanna and Qbeibeh,
report that agricultural activities have declined heavily. The region is heavily
enclaved by the Israeli occupation and the apartheid wall, with some villages
connected through tunnels within the wall, such as Al Jib tunnel. Population rise,
land confiscation, and limited areas to build, are other factors that contributed
to the decline. However, there are some exceptions, with some villages having
more land and practicing more agriculture. Interview partners have stated that
Beit Duqqu for example, is famous for grape cultivation in addition to olives, in
addition to other villages such as Beit Anan. However, access to resources in the
region is heavily restricted most prominently due to the confiscation of land for
settlement expansion and the isolation of lands behind the wall.

4.4 Differences between Areas

The differences between the areas are linked to the socio-economic configurations
and the population characteristics of the areas. The research areas in Hebron
have slightly different characteristics with villages having Bedouin residents who
rely mainly on pastoralism, while the research areas in Salfit, Bethlehem, and
Jerusalem are associated with the peasantry. It is important to note that what is
grown is being effectively transformed as a result of the occupation’s limitations
on access to resources. This, in turn, has social and political implications. One

1. Maqgams refers to local shrines and tombs in Palestine dedicated to Muslim saints or religious
figures.
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prominent example is in the Salfit area, as interview partners have indicated.
Largescale settlement expansion, the takeover of water resources, and the
targeting of farmers and their crops by settlers have transformed agriculture
and modes of farming. One repeated issue is that in the past there was a greater
variety of crops being grown such as citrus fruits, vegetables, and interview
partners remember a very rich land and agriculture in the Salfit area. With more
people turning to work in Israel, in addition to the uprooting of citruses and the
creation of touristic and recreational services, such as children playgrounds, has
led to such as decline. Similarly, due to the heavy enclavization of land due to
the wall, the agricultural sector in villages near Jerusalem such as Qatanna has
declined, thus a similar situation in various regions, but manifested differently
at times.

Thus, there are also different characteristics in relation to the occupation’s
practices and violations in the areas. Some of the research areas are affected by
the wall, others are more surrounded by settlements and settler violence; while
others face constant threats of demolition, such as the South Hebron hills. In
essence however, the areas share the targeting of land, natural resources, and
movement by Israel even if the tools sometimes differ. Some areas are more
dependent on employment in Israel, such as the villages of West of Jerusalem
and Salfit. In terms of social solidarity economies and cooperatives there are
differences also linked to the types of agriculture practiced. In addition, some
areas have shown more politically conscious economic solidarity models in
relation to the boycott of Israeli products, as the data indicates, particularly
in the Salfit area where more interview partners have expressed a stronger
commitment to boycott Israeli products.

4.5 The Everyday and Informal Practices

There are different practices in the everyday life linked to social solidarity and
access to resources practiced by farmers informally. The link is mainly through
attempts to maintain access and thus benefit from resources through access
strategies. These community practices and concepts are important to understand.
In terms of everyday practices, interview partners have referred that some farmers,
being fed up with Israeli attacks on water, sometimes puncture holes and tap into
water lines, to then be punished by the Israeli military who has sensors detecting
such leaks. Other practices are more economic and related to benefiting from
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resources and linked to social identities and social relations, themes indicated by a
theory of access (Ribot & Peluso, 2009). This includes farmers helping each other
in agricultural practices, with many interview partners referring to the traditional
cultural practice of helping each other in harvest known as Oneh. In the Hebron
region, these practices are also important as they give collective power for farmers
and thus protect them from settler attacks. Farmers in Bethlehem discussed many
informal practices, such as solidarity in transportation and farmers helping each
other in reaching lands. Reaching lands is a central issue in all areas, particularly
due to the targeting of agricultural roads. However, many interview partners
have indicated a rise in individualism, and while social solidarity practices are
still present, they are not as common as they used to be. Other everyday practices
are linked to what farmers grow. Crops that strengthen the necessity to visit
the land, such as olives, which require weekly care, can thus have an effect of
increasing presence and improving services eventually, such as access to water.
To alleviate the effects of difficult transportation to lands during harvest, some
farmers in Kufr al Deek in Salfit have described constructing small rooms of
bricks with metal roofs so that the men can sleep in the lands during harvests, in
addition to making wells from which they can drink. However, they also stated
that the occupation demolished these structures and destroyed the wells. Some
farmers have wells to gather water in their homes. While these are helpful, they
are still limited, but show the agency of farmers in relation to access to resources.
Even these small practices are observed and targeted by the Israeli occupation.
In areas such as Battir and Wadi Fukin, it is important to look into indigenous
practices of water use and the ancient irrigation systems which are rehabilitated
and used, in addition to forms of water tenure. Indigenous knowledge is seen as
capable to provide important insights for the political ecology analysis (Horowitz,
2015, p. 235). The case studies demonstrate indigenous knowledge and forms
of solidarity linked to cultural and social identity and the practice of traditional
social-environmental culture.

No water tanks, we depend on the springs. There are ponds, as you say.
I have a share today for two hours, other farmers get a time share as well.
I fill my pond for two hours. I can then use the water whenever I want.
I mean, all people have ponds. Every farmer has a plot of land, even if it
is 100 or 70 meters. Elders and women, work the land and farm. This is
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linked to it being our heritage. We hold on to the land, and we will preserve
it. (Interview with cooperative member from, Wadi Fukin, 11/7/2021).

You find the oldest irrigation system here in Battir, from the time of
the Romans until today it is still in use, even the canals are the same, they
have just been renovated. Many people in the village depend completely
on agriculture as the sole source of income, also in nearby villages like
Nahalin. Many of them are beekeepers who work with bees and honey,
many families who depend on agriculture only, especially the elderly,
divorced, and widowed women. (Interview with cooperative member

from Battir, 11/7/2021).

However, as stated earlier, even micro-strategies and everyday practices utilized
by farmers in order to have access to resources are targeted by the Israeli
occupation. This is done in both direct and indirect ways, and it is transforming
these practices in many areas and affecting people’s capacity to cope and survive.
This is of course important in understanding and conceptualizing the risk
farmers face in capital investment in the land and in cooperatives. One example
is the building of agricultural roads to reach lands which are seen by farmers as
expensive. From their perception, the Israeli army waits for them to complete
such roads to then demolish them.

Other efforts are more collective, such as networking with other residents
and organizations, and trying to collectively organize visits and presence in
lands threatened with confiscation. Moreover, villagers also mobilize collectively
to try to stop the takeover of land and resources by settlers, as indicated by an
interview partner in Battir.

The Israelis wanted to set up a nucleus for a settlement. The settlers and
the army would come at night and set up caravans. The people of Battir
would come from all the families, young and old, ride their cars, and
then walk long distances to reach this area. The people would destroy the
caravans. Then the Israelis would set them up again. This has happened
4 or 5 times. Youths in the winter would stay and guard the area, setting

up a fire. Until now this is ongoing. (Interview with cooperative member
from Battir, 11/7/2021).
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Other collective forms of organization include popular protests which are
known as popular resistance. These practices are direct access strategies to gain,
maintain, and control resources, and attempt to exert more leverage and gain
better access and capacity to benefit from resources, and protect them from
settler colonial takeover.

I mean, there is nothing we can do but engage in popular resistance. This
is currently taking place regularly on a weekly basis, especially on Fridays.
People and owners of lands threatened with confiscation, go every Friday
there and carry out activities in these lands to ensure their right to these
lands is maintained, and that the occupation does not put their hands
on it, like the current problems we have in Ein al-Bayda, an area east of
Yatta. The Israelis are bulldozing for the sake of establishing a settlement
outpost. People only have peaceful popular resistance at the moment as
their only “weapon”. People are present in their lands to try to remove the
danger of settlements. In addition, ,people filed cases in the courts and try
to fight for their lands also through the Israeli legal system (Interview, a
member of cooperative in the Hebron area,” 27/6/2021).

Thus, people in the villages are engaged in various forms of resistance to
protect their access to land in addition to confronting Israeli settler colonialism.
However, the “battle” is becoming daily and increasingly difficult. Relying on
indigenous knowledge as an important epistemological contribution to political
ecology, rural Palestinians are warning of the political ecological disaster in the
making. Particularly, as this is not solely the targeting of abstract things, but
people’s capacity to survive and cope, as the target of Israeli settler colonialism is
also rural Palestinians themselves.

4.6 Social Solidarity Economies and Cooperatives

Analyzing the social solidarity economy and cooperatives based on the data offers
a complex reality. The focus of the research is mainly on agricultural cooperatives
and forms of social solidarity economy. The perspective of international
organizations, the governmental Cooperative Work Agency (CWA) and local
organizations towards cooperatives is that there are still many challenges such as,

2. Specific area is anonymized.
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for instance, the lack of youth interest, and a lack of a real cooperative culture,
as well as the negative consequences of foreign funding. One interview partner
from an international organization recognizes that the lack of the cooperative
culture is the result of decades of foreign funding pouring into the Palestinian
society. This of course, traces back to the long-term NGO-ization process and
appropriation of agency of the Palestinian grassroots since the First Intifada, as
cultures of cooperation were already entrenched in the Palestinian grassroots
and their resistance to the occupation (Arda & Banerjee, 2019). Analyzing
cooperatives practices and positions, there is definitely variance between
cooperatives. While cooperative members themselves do recognize increasing
dependence on foreign funding, they do not see themselves as having turned into
NGO s, but understand that they are very much connected to them. However,
some cooperatives practices indicate heavy NGO-ization, as their status of being
active is very much dependent on the availability of development projects. Some
cooperatives seem to operate only as middlemen to make the work of NGOs
easier, and have thus naturally recognized and utilized this form of arrangement,
leading to the complex situation of many cooperatives today.

My cooperative does not exist without a specific project, and there are very
few projects coming. The name of the cooperative will not be mentioned
unless there is a project. If there are no projects, forget the cooperative.
That is the problem. When there is a project, the cooperative is open;
when there are no projects, it is closed (Interview, head of a cooperative,
location anonymized, 26/6/2021).

Still, there are more positive examples of those who continue to operate without
being necessarily dependent on aid, and understand their own interdependency
as a basis of their work. There are various cooperatives that provide agricultural
tools, equipment, and needs for member farmers that increase their capacity to
benefit from resources. The data also indicates that there are a few cooperatives
that reject foreign funding altogether, as a way to maintain their independence.
There are other groups of activists that reject both formalization and foreign
funding and represent examples of social solidarity economic activities. One
example mentioned by interview partners is Sharaka, a volunteer initiative
aiming to connect farmers with consumers. In addition, festivals bringing
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farmers and connecting them to consumers are increasingly present in many
Palestinian cities and villages. Similarly, there are initiatives related to the
boycotting of Israeli products and buying local, which indicates the importance
of understanding the context of socially and politically conscious economic
choices, a central element of social and solidarity economies.

In the Salfit area, boycotting Israeli products is more widespread than the
other areas as the data indicates. Other examples include markets and events
which supports producers of traditional cultural items, being conceptualized as
a way to protect traditional culture from withering away. Cooperative members
in Bethlehem discussed campaigns they created which encouraged customers
to come to the lands and buy produce. This was also aided by social media
campaigns. Similarly, there are festivals such as the olive festival in Bethlehem,
where many farmers and cooperatives participate. They argue that these events
are also challenging for farmers due to movement restrictions, yet they are on
the rise, and social media are playing an important role in this.

4.6.1 Practices of Cooperatives

There are a variety of types of cooperatives found in the data, particularly
those working in relation to improving agricultural services for members. They
improve their members’ capacity to benefit from resources through structural
and relational access, giving better access to capital, knowledge, tools, markets,
and networks. Through that, they also ensure a better distribution of benefits
from natural resources. The main type of support is the provision of tools that are
needed by all members, such as tractors, production tools, water transportation
tanks, and trainings in relation to agriculture. At times, cooperatives, in
coordination with local organizations, take care of the construction of agricultural
roads and other infrastructural aspects. Some practices include activities such
as the reparation of wells and farmers helping each other through the sharing
of knowledge and tools. For example, one cooperative interviewed works to
provide cheaper medicines for veterinarian members. Other cooperatives are
engaged in olive pressing, other in food production and marketing, with some
more active than others. Cooperatives in North West Jerusalem villages, such as
Al Qbeibeh, which are involved in agricultural production, report limitations in
agricultural production and their reliance on agricultural inputs from farmers
from different regions. Other common practices among cooperatives are more
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linked to their role as social structures. This makes them a focal point of contact
for farmers, social groups, NGOs, and governmental organizations. Some
cooperatives are able to build good market relations and facilitate the export
of produce, such as olive oil. This is indeed beneficial for farmers, as they can
export directly their products at a fair price, instead of having to deal with the
mediation of the private sector. Accordingly, they can also offer better prices for
their services, both to members and non-members in certain cases.

We don’t deal with Israeli products at all. In terms of our cooperative, we
have marketing channels. We bought farmers™ olive oil at a time when
the oil price was going down. Meaning, we bought it at preferential
prices. I mean, if it was 10 or 12 shekels, we bought it for 22 shekels and
exported it abroad through links we developed with various organizations.
We gave courses to farmers and activities in pruning, organic farming
and in compost. This was done through an engineer and organizations
we facilitated contact with. We contacted them and then gave courses to
farmers about oil testing. We have an oil laboratory and we have stainless
steel tanks. We have boxes for collecting olives, which we distributed to
farmers. We distributed ladders and scissors to farmers, and we distributed
olive brushes to them (Interview, cooperative member from Masha/Salfit,
28/7/2021).

As stated earlier, sometimes the cooperatives become overly dependent on
foreign aid, but that is not always the case. Cooperatives’ roles in the value chain
can definitely improve the capacity of farmers to both access to and benefit
from resources in their everyday activities. In addition, they can become an
address for farmers to deal with collective problems. However, there are many
challenges linked to their positions within webs of power, whether in the
relation to international organizations or in relation to the difficulties related
to formalization. The majority of cooperatives describe challenges related to
insufficient income to develop further, and to the costs of maintaining their
work. Some are trying to develop new production methods to overcome this but
also describe the need of having external aid.

However, there are cooperatives that do not rely on such aid, and some
describe needing it only for developing some aspects of their services. In some
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markets, such as olive oil, the competition with private businesses becomes
a challenge. At times, there are internal power dynamics within cooperatives
that are an important area of research. Some members of cooperatives in the
interviews have discussed power relations mentioning that at times certain
individuals and groups are in fact running the cooperatives without real
inclusion of all members or democratic practice, while other more successful
cooperatives report more democratic practices.

4.6.2 Effect on Access to Resources
As stated, there are various effects and potential for cooperatives in relation to
access to resources. They can support the resilience and survival of farmers on one
level, particularly by reducing the labor and financial burdens, and developing
better ways to access and benefit from resources through collective power. They
can with time, as the data indicates, become collective structures with some
practices also aiming at challenging the colonial reality, yet in a limited sense.
Cooperatives can both resemble a union or, at times, a political structure.
This includes working to solve collective problems faced by farmers, establishing
connections with activists, bringing people to lands to protect farmers, connecting
to organizations; and thus, increasing the capacity to access resources in a sense.

It depends on our [the cooperative’s] capabilities. I mean, for example, in
Area C, we communicate with the competent authorities and the liaison
that they facilitate the access of farmers to land for harvest. If there is
an attack by settlers on lands, we go and stand with them. Any problem
farmers face, we try to intervene in coordination with the competent
authorities to facilitate things. If farmers have a problem with pests, we
also try to help. We support the farmer in need as if his land was our land.
This is our land. We want to defend it. (Interview, cooperative member,
Beit Jala area, 30/6/2021)

However, access to resources, or lack thereof, greatly depends on occupation
and settler colonialism, and cannot be solved through daily practices that can at
best improve farmers’ positions and foster collective identities. Farmers still face
many challenges due to the political realities they are confronted with.
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Truth be said, cooperatives do not really offer protection and safety.
Maybe protection for farmers as producers, but that is all. It is not easy for
anyone to obtain security and safety in Area C, but the cooperative gives
protection and security in relation to my rights as a farmer. In that sense,
it does provide protection. (Interview, cooperative member from Susiya —
Hebron, 26/6/2021)

Also, there are differences between the cooperatives themselves and how they
operate, which affects their impact in relation to social, political, and economic
life. Some cooperatives operate as mediators of NGO projects. Still, they offer
farmers with a way to develop networks, capital, knowledge, and access to aspects
that do influence their access to resources. Utilizing the theoretical framework
(Sec. 2.), cooperatives provide better benefit from resources through access to
networks, technologies, labor, and markets. For example, various cooperatives
are involved in the production and marketing of products and thus ensure better
benefits for farmers. Moreover, there is an increasing social solidarity economy
being formed that is allowing further benefits from farmers and cooperative
members; this is shown by the increase in festivals and new economic initiatives
emerging in Palestinian cities.

4.6.3 Social Implications

There are various social implications linked to social solidarity economies and
cooperatives that are important to consider. Definitely, new social relations
result from social solidarity economies and cooperatives and have the capacity to
ameliorate the lives of participants resulting in an improved democratic capacity
and participation in decision making in relation to their communities. This is in
both the local level, in addition to having the capacity to extend their networks
with governmental and non-governmental organizations in addition to other
actors. Cooperatives could also provide better presence and participation for
various marginalized groups such as farmers, in addition to a better presence for
women through creating a space for women activities, aspects which could be
noted in different areas such as North West Jerusalem and Salfit. Many members
view their membership to be a learning experience in terms of collective work,
and a strengthening of social solidarity and community ties, aspects which extend
beyond the economic level and enforce better concepts of community and identity.
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Cooperatives sometimes encourage our community sense. There are some
cooperatives that work this way and provide economic solidarity, social
solidarity. For example, we want to start a poultry project, and collect
money from members. One member doesnt have the required amount.
We would start the project with her as a member, and every month she
would repay the other members as the cooperative starts producing. This

would be without interest and thus shows forms of solidarity (Interview, a
female cooperative member in the South Hebron Hills, 26/6/2021).

Still, many indicate that individualist approaches remain a challenge to be
overcome. Moreover, interview partners have indicated that some of the positive
effects include the healing of village disputes through social relations built
through cooperatives, in addition to building a culture of cooperatives through
interactions within village contexts. One area of importance is also the presence
of informal cooperatives, some of which are also positive examples of politically
constituted cooperatives to protect land from Israeli settlers. Some cooperatives
were successful in protecting lands from confiscation and have thus created
positive examples within their contexts, without necessarily being formalized.
Social solidarity economies, in a more general sense, through politically, socially,
and economically conscious practices and choices, particularly in the Palestinian
context, can have more general social implications. There is definitely a rise in
such initiatives in many Palestinian cities and villages raising the potential for
social, political, and economic network building that is of benefit to a locally
conscious economy, supporting local farmers, and boycotting Israeli products.
However, it is also important to recognize the social dynamics of cooperatives,
such as class and gender, and the different positions of members of different
types of initiatives and practices. There is a possibility of integration between the
various formations which is of particular importance to create a better impact.

4.6.4 On Formalization and NGO-ization

The issue of formalization, NGO-ization, and dependence on foreign funding has
frequently come up in relation to social solidarity economies and cooperatives.
Interestingly enough, this critique has come mainly from interview partners
representing the government, NGOs, and international organizations which
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have funded cooperatives. Accordingly, these are the actors contributing to the
NGO-ization of cooperatives. Members of cooperatives recognize the dependence
on international funding as widespread. However, they see themselves as being
connected to NGOs, but not being NGO-ized per se. However, as per the
theoretical framework, access and benefit from resources is not always direct and
is at many times mediated through processes. People can gain access and benefit
through those who maintain control of resources (Ribot & Peluso, 2009, p. 154).
In this case, cooperative members gain access to capital through networking
with those who are positioned differently within webs of power. These forms of
networks with international organizations, governmental organizations, and local
organizations extend beyond access to capital, but also provide access to knowledge,
legitimation for farmers and cooperative members, and provide the opportunity
to share experiences and knowledge. Such networks also provide access to markets
and other important resources central to farmers (Ribot & Peluso, 2009, p. 169).
Accordingly, while various stakeholders view NGO-ization as detrimental to a
real “culture of cooperatives”, it should also be viewed in relation to the agency
of the farmers and vis-a-vis an analysis of the context in which various actors
are positioned. In particular, those living in the project areas are confronted
with government marginalization from services and are in direct confrontation
of settler colonial appropriation. Moreover, the NGO-ization of cooperatives,
cannot be seen as separate from the NGO-ization of the Palestinian grassroots
organizations as a whole, an aspect which emerged since the Oslo peace process.
The dependence on foreign aid is not just peculiar to cooperatives, but is also
present in the governmental and organizational realm of the Palestinian society as
a whole. Accordingly, cooperatives and social solidarity economies are positioned
also in relation to the institutional, social, and political terrains which are prevalent
in Palestine. Some community members have described that NGOs are corrupt
themselves, and create a problematic culture of profit and individual self-interest.

NGOs themselves are all based on looting, theft and deprivation, the majority
of them, except a few good ones. Their heads get huge salaries and appoint
their relatives with huge salaries as well. They thrive at the expense and the
back of the people, the needy, widows, the marginalized. They mastered the
art of manipulation, and twisting of laws and terminologies. (Focus group
discussion in Salfit with various community members, 14/7/2021)
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Some cooperative members view formalization, in the way it is being practiced
in Palestine, as detrimental and constraining. They view it as a state intervention
that is limiting the capacity of cooperatives to maneuver.

Cooperatives do help in benefiting from natural resources, but only
marginally. This is the result of heavy restrictions on cooperatives due to
their registration and registration fees, their follow-up, periodic reports,
and the dominance of some influential people and figures. All of these
things impact cooperatives, but in fact there is no cooperative that does
not benefit from natural resources. But still, they remain within the
framework of the occupation because the occupation does not allow us to
access resources due to the way they are looted and stolen. (Focus group

discussion, Salfit, 14/7/2021)

Accordingly, the perspective of the research participants sheds insight into the
complexities of the question of formalization and institutionalizing of modes of
cooperation, the way it is done, and how it is manifested in a situation of settler
colonialism and military occupation.

4.7 Stakeholder Perspectives

Stakeholder perspectives on social solidarity economies and cooperatives vary,
but share many aspects in relation to assessing the situations. Areas of difference
include the varied motivations of the various stakeholders. International
development organizations are concerned with spreading cooperatives’ “best
practices”, and international standards at the central level. Institutional building
of local organizations is another aspect. On another level, some development
projects are aimed at promoting resilience and non-violent tactics of resistance,
in addition to international lobbying utilizing international and humanitarian
law. Governmental organizations, such as the CWA, are similarly interested
in best practices, but also monitoring international funding of cooperatives,
and formalizations. Cooperatives and actors in rural areas however, view things
differently. Their motivations do vary, but a central aspect is gaining access
to better services, capital, and improving infrastructure and their capacity to
survive. Some view formalization and institutionalization as constraining, also
viewing that the cooperative law is not applied as it should be, such as in relation
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to the issue of tax exemption. There is a shared view that individualism and a
lack of culture of cooperation is a persistent feature in relation to the cooperative
sector, in addition to the lack of interest of youths. However, as cooperative
practices and motivations do vary, some cooperative members view themselves
as being engaged in a process of learning on how to develop cooperation and
collective work. The various stakeholders understand the limitations and
extreme situation due to the Israeli occupation and its expanding processes of
takeover of resources. However, there are limited strategies being offered. While
there is a dominant view among all about the lack of culture of cooperatives and
the dominance of business models, the data indicates that practices linked to
social solidarity economies are on the rise in the West Bank and have potential
to form alternative economic structures with time.

4.8 Future Recommendations by Various Stakeholders

From the perspective of the CWA representing the government, a central goal
is awareness raising on the role of cooperatives within the framework of social
solidarity economy values. They view this to be also the role of cooperatives
themselves. They also recognize the need for legal framework adaption and
administration of cooperatives, and state that there are planned changes to the
cooperatives law. In addition, citing the lack of governmental control in Area
C, they state the necessity of having alternative tools to oversee cooperatives in
these areas. The CWA also state that there is a lack of coordination between
international funding bodies, but also describe an unclear tax policy in relation
to cooperatives by the Ministry of Finance. This also indicates the need for better
coordination between the various government bodies in relation to cooperatives
and the social solidarity economy.

From the perspective of international development agencies, such as the
ILO, they offer critique on the governmental lack of clarity in relation to the
role of the CWA. In addition, they stress the need to recognize a long history
of individuals and groups in the cooperative sector that long preceded the
Palestinian Authority and the CWA, and the necessity to work on that already
present culture. There is agreement among various stakeholders such as the
ILO, the CWA, and COSPE, on the necessity to improve the cooperatives
law and by-laws. A COSPE representative stressed the need to work with both
formal, informal, and activist based cooperatives, in conjunction with human

41



rights support and engaging with dialogues with communities on what is
needed for change. Local organizations, such as the Palestinian Youth Union,
view that the CWA'’s existence is necessary, as it shows interest in improving the
cooperative sector, but much more work is needed with the various stakeholders
working jointly. They recommend the necessity to find solutions for everyday
problems cooperatives face, such as marketing, and working more to achieve
synergy between cooperatives and working towards a more comprehensive
social solidarity economy. The support for youth and their encouragement to
participate in the cooperative sector is also described by various stakeholders as
a priority. From the perspectives of community members who were part of the
research, their lived situation in relation to access to resources is pressured as
the occupation targets water and land, central elements of life. Some interview
partners have described the necessity to work both in the local and global
levels. Examples include the necessity to construct wells, bring water tanks, and
irrigation systems that can reduce existing problems, but also the necessity to
engage in serious global advocacy campaigns in relation to the issues people are
facing. Interview partners also discussed the necessity for projects that support
water and agriculture in this area that do not represent politically conditional
funding. Cooperative members discuss the necessity to build their experience
in cooperative work and social solidarity, but also the necessity to build the
awareness of society as a whole on the role of cooperatives, which could in
turn build a more supportive social solidarity economy. They also view the
necessity of the government to play a more active role in terms of infrastructure,
reducing taxes, monitoring import, provision of better prices for equipment,
and providing other facilitating tools. They also stress the necessity to further
improve synergies through the work of cooperative unions, many of which are
already formed in Palestine. This also includes the necessity of building better
networks between cooperatives and developing an active discussion among
them.
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5 Conclusions

The failure of the global community in confronting the moral catastrophe of
the Israeli occupation and settler colonialism is once again a central theme
that has implications for understanding Palestinian development. In line with
what Neumann (2005, pp. 4-5) had argued, the situation of natural resource
degradation and injustice is political rather than technical and managerial. It
is linked to colonial relations, and has future implications on environmental,
social, and economic levels. Accordingly, interventions of technical and
managerial nature cannot be expected to be able to solve the central issues,
but are appropriated by actors in ways that allow them to survive. The
importance of this study is that it centralizes that colonial relations should
not be negated, even in relation to political ecological aspects. It should be
analyzed in context. This is important in that such an analysis should not adopt
a liberal environmentalist approach. One such example is a study by Perrier and
Trottier (2018), that diminishes the role of Israeli settler colonialism and the
occupation, even redefining the colonial concept of frontiers, towards human
environmental relations, and not engaging sufficiently with political ecology
theory that is informed by a contextual understanding of human agency. The
central aspect here, is environmental injustice, and the takeover of resources,
in relation to racialization and colonialism. Another central dimension of this
study, is taking note of the political ecological catastrophe in the making which
rural Palestinians are warning of. In another research I am conducting in the
Jordan Valley, this is emblematic. The most fertile area of the West Bank is
effectively being transformed due to Israeli takeover of water, declining soil and
water quality, and the intersection of big capital, international development,
and Israeli settler colonialism. The palm date sector had come to replace the
dominant agriculture of the area, and is effectively creating transformations
in the social and political reality of the area. Similarly, the symptoms of
transformations are also apparent in the data in this study. Farmers in Salfit are
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describing transforming agriculture, while other areas are describing this process
being in the making.

The theoretical approach of this research allowed further analyzing the reality
of cooperatives and particularly found importance of Ribot and Peluso’s (2009)
access theory. Particularly. as it allowed conceptualizing and understanding
cooperatives and social solidarity economies and their positions within webs
of powers in relation to agricultural value chains. The issue of benefit, allows
mapping out the various mechanisms of cooperatives and social solidarity
economic activities and how they fit in relation to natural resources and how
people transform them into modes of social reproduction. The goal of the
research project was to develop a framework from which to better understand
the link between social solidarity economies in relation to natural resource use,
and this theoretical approach provides a framework of analysis which allows
this.

Cooperatives are hailed by many international organizations as an important
solution for economic and environmental crisis; however, they are a complex
phenomenon that should be analyzed within the various contexts in which
they existed. Cooperatives do not necessarily offer the change that is desired of
them, as a solution of global injustices, as cooperatives are at many times also
implicated in the complex dynamics of power (Kirandaa, 2017, pp. 168-171).
Examples include the role of cooperatives in colonial societies, but also critiques
on cooperatives and their practices in the Global South. Thus, it is necessary
to challenge the idea of global values of cooperatives as well, and international
standards devoid of contextual analysis.

Cooperatives have played an important role in colonial history, and the
founding and progression of Zionist colonialism in Palestine particularly. This
indicates also the limitations of understanding cooperatives and social solidarity
economies independent of their intersections with other forms of power, such as
race and ethnicity (Okem, 2016, p. 19). The Zionist kibbutz, was a prominent
example of these contradictions and highlights how cooperatives were very
much linked to the capitalist system and served the advancement of the settler
economy linked to the global capital system, relied on European capital, and
worked to effectively destroy the indigenous Palestinian economy during the
British Mandate (Abdo, 1991, p. PE73).
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In the Global South various arguments have been put forth including
pessimistic and optimistic arguments. Some, arguing that local elites have
dominated cooperative movements, while others view cooperative movements
as offering glimmers of hope. It is argued however, that several factors influence
the success or failure of cooperatives and are at many times pertaining to the
cooperatives themselves, their dynamics, and networks with the various actors
(Kirandaa, 2017, pp. 168-171).

Social solidarity economies and cooperatives are still important, as they has
capacity to foster collective identities and efforts. However, they would need to
be comprehensively strategized and politicized in relation to grassroots needs and
realities, taking into consideration how they can be integrated into a political
strategy. When state and donor policies have fostered and favored neo-liberal
development, the social, economic, and political terrain of social solidarity
has become challenging and contradictory. Today, cooperatives are very much
influenced by funding and government politics. This is not to undermine the
micro effects of some development initiatives and interventions which have
been beneficial in neglected and remote areas, such as infrastructural projects
which allow more benefit and access from resources However, it is important to
see the full picture and keep considering the futility of development without a
comprehensive approach.

There is an absence of politics in all interventions, actor strategies, and
conceptualizations among all stakeholders, as the data indicates. That is, not a
single approach is aimed at ending the occupation. At best, even the concept of
resistance, is being approached from all actors towards survival, coping, and the
battle is becoming about protecting the limited capacity to survive. Thus, the
spaces for agency and collective actions are severely reduced, an aspect which is
being normalized and can have even more devastating aspects for Palestinians
over time. This once again brings back to the forefront Ibrahim Dakkak’s (1988,
pp- 294-298) discussion of the necessity of a resistant development, a resistant
Sumud, with a strategy in mind, aiming to challenge and end the occupation.
This would entail finding ways of integrating different efforts and sectors
together to work comprehensively instead of being in isolation. It is further
central to stress that the political dimensions cannot be undermined and there
has to be a political strategy involved in relation to economic and social domains

(Dakkak, 1988, pp. 294-298).
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6 Research Limitations

As all researches come with their own limitations, this research had also specific
limitations in relation to the time frame and context in which it was carried
out. The research was carried out within a period of one year during the peak
of the Covid-19 crisis in Palestine. This has caused many delays and challenges
during the fieldwork as a result of closures in the West Bank. Moreover, the
research had worked on multiple case studies allowing drawing a more general
picture on the situation of access to resources and social solidarity economies
in the West Bank. A single case study would provide a more detail-oriented
analysis and can allow mapping out value chains for single cooperatives and a
deeper engagement with Ribot and Peluso’s (2009) theory of access through a
more specific access mapping, also allowing greater implications for the political
ecology approach. Still, multiple case studies allow drawing parallels between
cases of relatively different circumstances and thus has capacity for theorizing ata
broader scale (Mills et al., 2010). The merit of the research approach was further
enhanced with the methodological approach of a stakeholder analysis, allowing
a multi-level theoretical analysis in relation to development in Palestine and a
constructivist analysis from various perspectives towards development reality.
This is also important in relation to the theoretical framework, demonstrating
how actors are positioned in relation to webs of power.
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7 Recommendations

Based on the research and the analysis of the data, the research provides the
following recommendations for the different stakeholders involved. In relation
to international actors, a central element is actively seeking to challenge the
occupation and Israeli settler colonialism beyond the issue of documentation,
protective accompaniment, and advocacy. There should be further strategic
approaches towards this goal and concrete steps which have an achievable
end goal in site. This would also entail pushing for accountability and the
implementation of these steps, without regarding the occupation and Israeli
settler colonialism as unchallengeable on the structural level and working
solely within these constraints. The research findings also indicate the need
to challenge international complicity in the occupation in the many facets
by which it occurs. Moreover, in relation to development interventions, there
is a necessity, as the research indicates, to have further engagement with in-
depth research prior to development interventions, in addition to supporting
grassroots processes and actors in their own initiatives and approaches. This
could also imply the necessity to re-think development approaches that
are dominant; such as focusing on specific themes or priorities, and instead
supporting local actors in leading their own development. In relation to local
organizations, the research indicates the importance of networking between
local organizations, policy makers, development practitioners and the grassroots
and redefining development needs based on these interactions. The research
also indicates the need for better services and governmental presence in areas
most exposed to the violence of the Israeli occupation and settler colonialism.
Moreover, some development interventions in these areas, despite not being
able to create a structural impact, can still provide important effects that are
needed by people who live there. This for example, includes infrastructural
aspects such as agricultural roads and interventions that improve access to water.
The recommendations of some actors towards government policy in relation to
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cooperatives is essentially directed towards recognition of the specificity of the
Palestinian context and how to support current forms of cooperation that exist.
In addition, there is a necessity to monitor application of laws that support and
facilitate cooperative work, such as tax exemptions, in addition to addressing
legal implications of the cooperative law, such as minimum number of members,
aspects which the CWA was reviewing during the period of the research. Other
recommendations to the government were also linked to simplification and
clarification of administrative structure and bureaucracy linked to cooperative
work. A central recommendation is also the recognition of the various actors
on the changing ecological landscape in relation to the specific settler colonial
condition in Palestine, and understanding, that concrete steps need to be taken
as these indications are alarming in relation to future manifestations.
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